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but how great was his surprise when lie saw
no festive preparations ! Damayanti sat at
the open easement and, with expectant eyes,
watched the arrival of her father's guests.
No sooner did she espy the Prince's charioteer
than the loving wife rushed into Nala's arms,
and there was great rejoicing.1

As bright a jewel of her sex as Damayanti
was Savitri, another heroine of the Maha-
Bharata. " Savitri freed her husband's soul
by the simple courage of a woman's heart,
and the sweetness of a woman's tongue."
Conjugal fidelity takes a prominent place
amongst Hindu virtues, and gems many a
page of Sanskrit literature. Stta, the queen
of all wives, is reverenced in every zenana.
The death and rebirth of Sati is a theme of
which Indian poets never tire. Her undying
love of Shiva lived on beyond the grave and
became the seed of a new life implanted in
Uma, the lovely highland maid. Uma's
unflinching devotion to the weird god
suggested to Kalid&sa one of his sweetest

1 " Nala and Damayanti" is evidently a free copy, in
miniature, of the earlier portions of the MaM-Bh&rata.
The idyllic poem was so popular among the Hindus,
that the learned vy&sas included it in the great national
epic which was a kind of ENCYCLOPEDIA INDICA in those
ancient times,